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    Summer is over – at least in the Northern Hemisphere 
and the first “after summer” events have been held. For 
example the 18th Baltic Dynamics conference in Riga and 
the annual ADT conference – this time to celebrate the 
25th Anniversary of this association. 
Especially, we want to draw your attention on the 
“Tamkivi Foundation” that was set up to carry forward 
what Raivo Tamkivi has started. We report on details in 
this newsletter. 

This newsletter provides information about events of 
recent months as well as other innovation and entrepre-
neurship related activities around our planet.  
Also we draw your attention on the global initiative to 
fill the research gap regarding entrepreneurship and 
incubation.  
And, of course, readers also find information about up-
coming events and activities. 
We hope you enjoy reading! 

    The European SME Week 
Coordinated by the European Commission, The Euro-
pean SME Week promotes enterprise across Europe 
with the aim to provide information on EU, national, 
regional and local support to MSMEs, to promote en-
trepreneurship , and to give  recognition to entrepre-
neurs for their contribution to Europe's welfare. The 
EU SME Week takes place in 37 countries.  

National, regional or local events and 
activities target existing and potential 
entrepreneurs. Vilnius, Lithuania will 
host the main event together with the 
SME Assembly and the European Enter-
prise Promotion Award Ceremony, 24 - 
26 November 2013. (see also page 6) 

 

    “Innovation Centers 2020” -  the 25th  Anniversary Conference of German Association ADT 
  The ADT, Federal Association 

of German Technology and 
Business incubation Centers, 
celebrated its 25th Anniversary 
in September 2013 with a con-
ference held in Berlin – where 

business incubation – but did not forget to 
evaluate developments of the recent 25 
years. In his keynote presentation Guido 
Baranowski, President of the association 
until 2001 and member of SPICE Group 
summarized experiences and outlined  

it all began in 1988, if the earlier years of the “informal 
ADT” are not counted. 
Under the title "Innovationszentren 2020" (Innovation 
Centers 2020) this event looked forward to the future of  

answers to challenges in the future development of busi-
ness incubation in Germany. Bertram Dressel, President 
of ADT moderated a panel discussion with three of the 
founding members of the association: …continued on page 2 

 

Invitation to Donate 
  
In memoriam of Raivo Tamkivi the audience of the 
recent Baltic Dynamics 3013 conference in Riga hon-
ored him standing with a minute of silence.  Raivo 
Tamkivi (March 21, 1953– November 22, 2012) has 
been a key driver of innovation and entrepreneurship 
development in his country as well as internationally. 

For example, by creating technology business incubators 
and science parks in Estonia and by taking a leading role 
in international networks like SPICE Group.   
Alar Tamkivi, brother of Raivo, announce the creation of 
the Tamkivi Foundation for Natural Sciences that aims 
at supporting                                     … continued on page 4 
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… continued from page 1     Christian Herrmann, Erhardt 
Schelzke, both former Board members of ADT, and 
Heinz Fiedler, Executive Board member from the start 
of  ADT for more than a decade. Answering to ques-
tions of the moderator the panelists reminded – partly 
with anecdotes – on “how it once began” and gave 
their views on potentials and challenges for the devel-
opment of business incubation programs in Germany.  
Appropriate to the occasion the event was accompa-
nied by classical music.  
Another panel with the experienced practitioners 
Bertram Dressel, Klaus Plate, Wolfgang Rupp, An-
drea Glaser, Hardy Schmitz, and Agnes von Matusch-
ka discussed under the headline “Innovation Centers  
2020” perspectives for business incubation I Germany 
for the year 2020 – also “with an international view: 
Wolfgang Rupp, chairman of VTÖ, the Austrian 
partner association of ADT, added experience from 
the work of business and innovation centers in his 
country.  
Start-up businesses need finance everywhere and all  

the time. No surprise that this matter was an im-
portant topic of the anniversary conference. Benjamin 
Erhardt, German “HighTech Gründerfonds (high tech 
start-up fund; (www.en.high-tech-gruenderfonds.de) 
presented not only the wide spectrum of roles incuba-
tor managers and financiers have to accept when 
investing into start-up companies. He also provided 
insight into an impressive track record of successful 
investments, lessons learned from less lucky cases, 
and informed about a new fund to be set up shortly. 
The investors in the High-Tech Gründerfonds ( many 
big names” in German industry as well as the KfW, 
Kreditanstalt für Wiederaufbau, and the German 
Ministry for Economy and Technology) seem to 
sunding be satisfied enough to prepare another round of fund-
ing news start-up companies. 
Of course, the anniversary conference also provided 
room for networking – especially during the confer-
ence reception in a very suitable place with a techno-
logical background: the “Alte Wasserwerk” (old wa-
terworks) right in the center of Berlin. This pumping  

 
station was built in 1906  and – although not working 
anymore – today shows impressive machinery and 
gives a feeling of technological history. This com-
bined with modern sound and light effects a great 
cuisine and enjoyable entertainment by a comedian 
was the perfect environment and mixture for a long 
evening to celebrate the 25 years of ADT.   
For more information and downloads visit the website 
of ADT e.V. at www.adt-online.de  

Contact: Andrea Glaser, email glaser@adt-online.de 
SDO profile: www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=26 
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  No 18 – the Baltic Dynamics Conference in Riga  
 It is not a surprise that 

the 18th Baltic Dynamic 
conference held in Riga, 
Latvia again was a great 
success. . With numer-
ous pre-conference 
workshops and seminars 
and a stimulating con-
ference “Co 

The conference offered a packed program of workshops 
and plenary sessions. For example, a roundtable session 
discussing the ways training for entrepreneurs could 
be developed according the needs of the target group. 
Heinz Fiedler, SPICE Group president, contributed to 
this workshop by providing a short summary of experi-
ences gained from training incubator management in 
various countries and discussing experiences and con-
ceptual ference “Competence Building for Smart Growth: 

Challenges and Opportunities” the event again 
brought international innovation practitioners together. 

ideas of the participants.  Other workshops and confer-
ence sessions dealt with the development of Coopera-
tion in the Baltic Sea Region, discussed Strategic 

At the conference opening participants honored one of 
the founders of BASTIC, Raivo Tamkivi, who passed 
away in November last year by standing up for a minute 
of silence. Before that Janis Stabulnieks (for BASTIC) 
and Heinz Fiedler (for SPICE Group) as well as a video 
presentation by Luis Sanz (for IASP) remembered on 
the important role Raivo Tamkivi had played for build-  
ding up the innovation and entrepreneurship support 
system in his home country, Estonia, as well as in the 
Baltic States and internationally. Altar Tamkivi an-
nounced the Raivo Tamkivi Foundation and invited to 
contribute to this foundation (see details on next page). 
 The Minister of Economics of Latvia, Daniels Pavļuts, 

Approaches for Building Knowledge based Society 
and put light into The role of Science and Technology 
Parks Incubators in Competence Building and Busi-
ness Acceleration. This session presented latest devel-
opments in technology incubation in Estonia, Latvia, 
and Lithuania and compared them  to experiences 
from the USA as well as internationally presented by 
Barbara Harley and Heinz Fiedler who also moderated 
the workshop and the very lively discussion.  
The conference reception in the Small Guild House (pic 
top left) and the conference gala dinner in the restaurant 
“Biblotheka No 1” Are just two examples for the nu-
merous opportunities to socialize and make friends. 

in his opening speech outlined the development of the 
country based on innovation. The keynote presentation 
of Richard Bendis, CEO of Innovation America,  and 
member of SPICE Group, emphasized  that innovation 
is the key to smart growth of an economy and described 
the main components and important enablers of  an 
effective national innovation system.  
Important to mention is a new level of cooperation that  

was sealed during the Baltic 
Dynamics. The national asso-
ciations of science parks and 
incubators of Finland and 
Sweden signed a cooperation 
agreement with BASTIC, the 
association of the three Baltic 
States 

The 169th SPICE Meeting focused on discussing poten-
tials, expectations, and challenges for the future devel-
opment of this network. Other parts of this meeting 
were the great SPICE Dinner hosted by Janis 
Stabulnieks in an excellent restaurant with art on the 
walls, on the table clothes, and on the plates as well as a 
SPICE excursion to historical places of Latvia.  
 States Estonia, Latvia, ad Lithuania working together 

since more than 20 years.  With this agreement collabo-
ration to support entrepreneurship and innovation 
around the Baltic Sea has found a wider basis. 

Last not least, the ceremony to plant the Innovation 
Tree of Latvia in the “Garden of Destiny” (see separate 
report on following page) added to the social part of the 
Baltic Dynamics 2013.  
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  Innovation Tree of Latvia planted in the Garden of Destiny 
  “The place where the past, 

the present and the future of 
the people as well as the 
nation merge”: Latvia’s 
Garden of Destiny near 
Koknese on an island in 
Latvia’s largest river, the 
Daugava River. 
The creation of the national 

building this National Monument by (among other op-
tions) providing donations, providing in kind services, 
donating building materials, or planting trees. 
Janis Stabulnieks accepted this invitation and initiated 
the planting ceremony for the “Innovation Tree” of 
Latvia.  Some 40 Latvian and international participants 
of the “Baltic Dynamics 2013” (among them 8 members 
of SPICE Group) joined to add this oak tree to the Gar-
den of Destiny. Vilis Vitols , co-founder of the project 

monument of Latvia, the “Garden of Destiny”  started in 
2008 with planting the apple tree alley and is scheduled 
to be finalized when Latvia will celebrate its 100th An-
niversary: 2018. All people are invited to contribute to 
building 

Chairman of the Board of the „Vitolu Foundation” as 
well as other friends joined and helped planting the tree 
while the local women choir “Urgas” from Koknese 
intonated the appropriate songs.  Of course, such a cer-
emony is not  

  

  

emoy is not complete without dancing around the tree – 
an opportunity taken advantage of by most participants. 
For more information about the Garden of Destiny and 
how to find the Innovation Tree, please visit 
http://www.liktendarzs.lv/en  

    

Invitation to Donate 
  

…continued from page 1 
young students and researchers in 
the field of natural sciences in Esto-
nia. Beginning in 2013 the Founda-
tion (as part of the Estonian National 
Culture Foundation) will hold annual 
competitions to allocate scholarships 

be on Estonian master’s and doctoral level students in 
physics (especially energy), mathematics, medicine (es-
pecially for cancer research), engineering and computer 
science fields.  
The Foundation was set up with capital contributions 
from the Tamkivi family and the Rotary Club of Tallinn. 
We invite to support the Foundation with donations.  

to scientists in natural sciences with research that has 
an important international component. The focus will 

For receiving the newsletter of the foundation and to 
donate, please visit http://tamkivi.org/tamkivi-foundation 

    Hungry for History - Excursions into Latvia Nature and History 
  

 

Talking about innovation 
for more than two days 
makes hungry for history. 
Therefore the initiative of 
the conference host to offer 
a tour into Latvia’s nature 
and history was more than 
wel 

through visiting the New Castle of Sigulda (built 1886) 
and the  ruins of the old Sigulda Castle built in 1207 by 
the Order of the Brothers of Sword. Visiting the Gutma-
na Cave  gave reason to learn about the sad  legend of 
“Turaida’s Rose”, the beautiful girl Maja who sacrificed 
her life for her love.  The Turaida Castle  (construction 
began in 1241) and a visit to the reconstructed Āraiši 
lake welcome. This tour offered plenty of time for continuing 

talks about innovation. Incubation, entrepreneurship and 
related policies – and exciting impression of the nature 

  

  

lake settlement dating back to the 9th / 10th  century 
completed the program of this excursion. 
The day found its appropriate closing with an excellent 
steak dinner in the middle of Riga’s Old Town with life 
music on the streets and squares. 

of Latvia in the Gauja National Park. 
Also the history of the country could be experienced 
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Berlin - a leading European start-up hub 
   

 

A McKinsey study on the 
status and potential of 
Berlin as a top-location in 
Europe for start-ups and 
entrepreneurship develop-
ment was published in 
early October 2013. This 
study finds Berlin on rank  

in 2012 – in other states of Germany this investment was 
much lower: Baden Württemberg € 24 million; in Bavaria 
€ 19 million; in Hamburg 14 million. 
MyKinsey recommends focusing new initiatives on digital 
tech, biotech/med tech, and urban tech “to develop exist-
ing strengths, overcome present weaknesses, and concen-
trate and bundle the activities that are already in place”. 
To create the necessary momentum for moving 

5 of the European top start-up cities – only behind “Tel 
Aviv, London, Paris, and Moscow”. Without discussing 
if Tel Aviv is located in Europe and what the ranking 
criteria have been this result shows that Berlin indeed has 
developed dramatically during the recent two or three 
decades. In the eighties international publications were 
lamenting that the word “entrepreneurship” is not known 
in Germany – not to talk about Berlin. This in 1983 had 
been one of the reasons for starting the first Germany 
incubator in this city. It has been a long way from that 
situation to today with six technology incubators in Ber-
lin, pre-incubators at every university, some 60+ co-
working spaces, more than 25 “mixed use” incubators, 
seed and venture capital moving in, and even start-up 
entrepreneurs form the Silicon Valley choosing Berlin as 
the place to start and grow their business. 
The study estimates that more than by the year 2020 
100.000 new jobs could be created in Berlin through 
start-up enterprises. It says that already now Berlin is a 
leading location for start-ups. For one start-up taking off 
in Munich, Berlin has 2.8 new enterprises.  In Berlin 
Venture Capital investments of € 133 million were made 

Berlin further up on the ranking the study recommends 
five initiatives that “should be pursued together in a unit-
ed effort”; Berlin start-up curriculum:  For getting pro-
fessors and students excited about new businesses im-
proved incentive systems are needed for employees of 
research institutes and universities as well as stable long-
term financing for start-up. 
One-stop start-up agency, a multilingual start-up service 
with the aim to create a “welcoming culture” for foreign 
entrepreneurs 
Berlin start-up campus - a campus for digital tech start-
ups and established companies to take advantage of 
shared infrastructure with the former Tempelhof airport as 
an attractive location.  
Berlin start-up fund - a new EUR 100 million start-up 
fund to support young companies needing capital infu-
sions of EUR 3 million or more.  
Berlin start-up network for improving access to mentor-
ing for start-up companies.  
Website: www.mckinsey.de/sites/mck_files/files/berlin 
_gruendet_summary.pdf  
Contact: K. Best-Werbunat, kirsten_best@mckinsey.com 

   New Innovation Award for Innovative Companies 
   For the first time this year the Network of Technology 
Centers in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern (VTMV) has 
awarded the innovation price INNO AWARD. The win-
ners received their awards during a ceremony in June 
2013 in the Technology Center Warnemünde. 

testing for  neurodegenera-
tive diseases such as Alz-
heimer's and Parkinson's 
disease.   
Second Price 3000 € (plus  

51 applications were received – a number higher than 
expected for the first time. 44 of these applications came 
from Mecklenburg-Vorpommern; the remaining seven 
from all over Germany (e.g. from Cologne, Hamburg, 
Berlin, and Freiberg).  The applications covered a wide 
range of industries, for example, software development, 
medical devices, biotechnology, engineering, aerospace, 
movie technology, surface treatment, recycling, and med-
ical technology. "We were impressed by the high quality 
of the applications” said Mario Kokowsky, chairman of 
VTMV. Criteria for the selection were the level of inno-
vation , the market potential, and technical benefits. The 
three winners are 
First Price 5000 € (plus the same value of in-kind sup-
port): Project "PoreGenic Biosciences” / Product: Grid-
Clamper (Dr. rer . Phillipp Julian Koster, Uwe Scheffler, 
Dr.-Ing. Carsten Tautorat, and Dr. rer. nat. Oliver Klink. 
This is a system to test the influence of drugs to individu-
al cells of cellular networks; especially suitable for drug 
te 

 the same value of in-kind support: "micro -STL - condi-
tioning" (Mark Vehse, Hermann Seitz, and Jörn Henning) 
An innovation to additive manufacturing: systems com-
ponents and products can be produced directly from CAD 
data without the use of a tool. With this micro - Stereo-
lithograhie system especially small micro components can 
be produced cheaply and quickly. 
Third Price 1000 € (plus the same value of in-kind sup-
port): "wheelchair PARA FREE" (Felix Lange): A train-
ing and everyday wheelchair and thus completed conver-
sion of the wheelchair from the tool to the therapy device. 
It is primarily used to stimulate the deep muscles of the 
user and to reduce spastic reactions. 
The INNO AWARD was made possible in cooperation 
with and by donations from the tax consulting firm 
ECOVIS Grieger Mallison and the investment company 
for SMEs of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern (MBMV). 
Contact: M. Kokowsky kokowsky@technologiezentrum.de 
Website: www.inno-award.de/vtmv/  
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  The European SME Week 
Coordinated by the European Commission, The Eu-
ropean SME Week promotes enterprise across Eu-
rope with the aim to: 
• provide information on offers of EU,  national, 

regional and local authorities to support micro, 
small and medium-sized businesses;  

• promote entrepreneurship so that more people, 
and seriously consider becoming an entrepreneur 

• give recognition to entrepreneurs for their contri-
bution to Europe's welfare, jobs, innovation 

organized by business organizations, 
business support providers and na-
tional, regional and local authorities 
and will enable existing companies 
to share their experience. Vilnius, 
Lithuania will host the main event 
together with the SME Assembly 
and the European Enterprise Promo-
tion Award Ceremony,  24 - 26 No-
vember 2013. 

 

The EU SME Week takes place in 37 countries. 
National, regional or local events and activities target 
existing and potential entrepreneurs. Events are  

Information about the individual events is available on the 
website of the EU SME Week 
 http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/initiatives/sme-week/ 

    Young Women as Job Creators   
  The Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) launched the 
project “Young Women as Job Creators” with a con-
ference held in April 30, in Barcelona, Spain. The pro-
ject is aimed at supporting young women in the south-
ern Mediterranean starting up their own business. The 
Secretary General of the Union for the Mediterranean 

yana attended the conference. 
The core of the project Young Women 
as Job Creators are Women Entrepre-
neurship Days (WEDs) that will offer 
seminars to provide the participants with 
specific training and coaching to start   

an Fathallah Sijilmassi, the President of the Association 
of Organizations of Mediterranean Businesswomen 
(AFAEMME) Helena María de Felipe Lehtonen, the 
Spanish General Deputy Director for Women’s Profes-
sional Promotion Begoña Suárez Suárez, the Coordina-
tor for Africa of the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs Arne Gjermundsen, and the Secretary for For-
eign Affairs of la Generalita de Catalunya Roger Albin-
yana  

their own businesses. The seminars were hosted by local 
universities, faculties, businesswomen associations and 
partner institutions. The project is run by the Association 
of Organizations of Mediterranean Businesswomen 
(AFAEMME) and has been endorsed by the 43 Member 
States of the UfM.   
Contact: email info@ufmsecretariat.org 
Website ufmsecretariat.org/young-women-as-job-creators-2 

  Learn from Successful Women Entrepreneurs 
  Heureka 2014 will be the third event of this series. 
After the successful event in 2012 Heureka this year 
had a new look with a program based on the five "ele-
ments of a start-up". The event will offer keynote 

Delivery Hero became 
one of biggest players in 
the food delivery sector 

of a start-up". The event offered keynote speech-
es, panels and workshops and provided participants the 
opportunity to learn from the leading minds. Special 
attention was given to successful women entrepreneurs. 
Two examples of women who started their own start-
ups and businesses or hold key leadership skills: 
Doreen Huber, former CSO and current COO of De-
livery Hero, will tell at the event how she turned the 
company into a sales powerhouse. Within two years,  

operating in 12 markets; delivering  32 million meals  
Caroline Drucker, Country Manager of the very success-
ful handmade marketplace Etsy, knows how to inspire her 
colleagues and employees to increase their motivation and 
efficiency. In her workshop she will show practices and 
methods how to build a good team and how to give the 
right incentives to keep the team spirit up. 
The next Heureka is scheduled for May 6, 2014 
Website: http://heureka-conference.com/  

  Liberia  Women Entrepreneurs 
PAWE, the Paynesville Waste Enterprise in Liberia is 
active with solving the waste problems of the country. 
The business is door- to-door collection of solid waste 
from households, schools, communities, and businesses 
within the Paynesville area.  
Princess Kofa, the Manager of PAWE and winner of 
SPARK’s 2011business plan competition. This gave 

is next to Godliness, drives me into 
this sector, and I don’t have to be a 
Politician to make greater impact 
to this Country”, says Princess 
Kofa being asked about her moti-
vation for this business. 
She was able to acquire wheelbar-

the opportunity to travel to the Netherlands for the 
Growing SMEs Conference where she could make links 
with potential investors in her business. With a loan of  
US$ 10,000.00, she was able to extend her business 
throughout Paynesville and attract lots of customers. 
 “The love of cleanliness, as I perceive that Cleanliness 

rows, shovels, uniforms nose masks and gloves for the 
workers as they pick up dirt from the streets. 
She is looking forward to extend the business to other 
parts of Monrovia City, but at the moment she is more 
focus on the Paynesville community. 
More: www.spark-online.org/entrepeneurs/princess-kofa/  
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    Global Researchers Join Forces to Shed Light on the World’s Entrepreneurs 
  At the recent Global Entrepreneurship Summit (GES) in 
Kuala Lumpur the Kauffman Foundation announced the 
launch of the Global Entrepreneurship Research 
Network  
The GES demonstrated that entrepreneurship has been 
embraced by governments, individuals and other organ-
izations around the world. However, research about 
what entrepreneurs need to start and develop their busi-
nesses successfully still is lacking. The Kauffman 
Foundation and several research organizations will 
establish the Global Entrepreneurship Research Net-
work to fill this gap by generating useful knowledge for 
entrepreneurs, policymakers and others; standardize 
data; conduct experiments and evaluation of entrepre-
neurship education and training programs; and gain a 
better understanding of policy barriers.   
The World Bank, Kauffman Foundation, and Endeavor 
Insight are the key founding partners the research net-
work. The organizations participating commit to shar-
ing research results so they are accessible, usable and 
open.  Next steps of the network include: 

• Sharing a research agenda that will guide the activi-
ties and decisions of the network; 

• Identifying researchers and programs for collabora-
tion; 

• Organizing events that allow participants and others 
to come together and advance the network's goals.  

Public and private investments are pouring into entre-
preneurship programs, yet very little evidence exists to 
guide these investments to the right programs. There are 
limits, too, to sharing lessons across countries, because 
of different definitions and varying data collection.  
In addition to the above mentioned founders the follow-
ing research organizations, funders and implementers are 
joining the Global Research Network: the Allan Gray 
Orbis Foundation, the Argidius Foundation, the Lemel-
son Foundation, MaRS Data Catalyst, Nesta, Omidyar 
Network and the Rockefeller Foundation. 
Contact: Mark Marich, mmarich@unleashingideas.org 
Barb Pruitt, bpruitt@kauffman.org, 
Web:www.kauffman.org/entrepreneurship/global-
entrepreneurship.aspx  

   New Benchmark for University Incubators: TOP 5 
   UBI Index is a European research initiative based in 
Stockholm, Sweden, that built the first globally Universi-
ty Incubator Benchmark.  
The international research team of UBI Index specialized 

Global Benchmark 
2013, 150 incubators 
from 22 countries partic-
ipated in the research 
that in benchmarking incubators. 

UBI Index was founded by Joel Eriksson Enquist as his 
master thesis at Chalmers School of Entrepreneurship in 

resulted in following TOP 5 Incubators  
Top Global: Rice Alliance for Technology  
and Entrepreneurship, Texas, USA  

Gotherburg, Sweden, Dhruv Bhatli, a 
Paris based researcher and entrepre-
neur, Lars-Henrik Friis Molin, a 
serial entrepreneur with over 20 
successful companies and Ali Amin, 
a dynamic student and entrepreneur.  
UBI Index was established to assist 
incubators around the world to be-
come more efficient. The first 
benchmark report of best university 

Top Young: Startup Sauna, Aalto University, Finland 
Top Biotech: Sid Martin Biotechnology Incubator, 
University of Florida, USA 
Top IT:  NDRC Launchpad, Five Universities in Dub-
lin, Ireland 
Top Life Sciences: UB Technology Incubator, Univer-
sity at Buffalo, the State University of New York, USA 
To apply for the Benchmarking2014, please visit 
http://ubiindex.com/apply/  
Contact:  info@ubiindex.com 
 incubators now has been issued by UBI Index: In the Website: http://ubiindex.com/about/ 

       Global Entrepreneurship Week 2013: November 18 - 24 
  The idea to organize a Global Entrepreneurship week is 
rooted in the UK and USA. In these countries national 
entrepreneurship weeks had been held already for a few 
years when in 2007 Enterprise UK and the Kauffman 

Kauffman Founda-
tion and Startup 
Weekend.  
Applicants for the  

Foundation took initiative to organize this event on a 
global level. After a year of preparation in 2008 the 
Global Entrepreneurship week was held first time.  
In 2012 this week found partners in 131 countries and 7,5 
million people participated.  
For this year’s Global Entrepreneurship Week recently 
the “GEW 50” have been announced – the most innova-
tive new companies form 24 countries. Although it al-
ready is an achievement to be on that list these companies 
will compete in the “Startup Open” that is sponsored by 

Startup Open were judged on the concept and growth 
projections for their businesses as well as their 
knowledge of their industries. The winners of this com-
petition will be announced on November 18, 2013, the 
opening day of the GEW 2013. 
The Startup Open Grand Prize winner will attend the 
Global Entrepreneurship Congress (GEC) in March 
2014 and can stay for up to three months at the GEW 
Startup House in the Kansas City Startup Village.  
Web: http://www.unleashingideas.org/  
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    Creative Industries are considered an important part of economic development strate-
gies. The importance is seen by communities, region, economic development agencies 
as well as and business incubators. Also in the political arena creative industries are 
receiving increasing attention. Therefore we decided to provide information about this 
business sector aggregated o special pages of the newsletter “SPICE Update”  
. 

Creative 

Industry 

Incubation       A third Space for Creative Arts & Creative Industries? 
      The Third research workshop: “A third space for 
creative arts & creative industries? The role of 
Higher education in creative platforms, spaces and 
networks”  will focus on the collaborations, networks 
and spaces shared by creative industries (including 
creative practitioners, artists and freelancers) and high-
er education. It will look at formal arrangements and 
practices (such as residencies, workspaces and teach-
ing) as well as informal networks and shared activi-
ties.  It will consider issues of sustainability and ask 
how benefits are equally shared by the partners in-
volved. It will also examine the role played by institu-
tions, geographies  and policy frameworks that influ-
ence the development of these shared initiatives.  
The program will include 
Milieu on campus: infrastructure and people: Bir-
mingham as a creative city: a milieu for learning 

creative, academic or both? The changing work politics in 
the ‘third Spaces & opportunities for collaboration: The 
role of artists’ studios in supporting and extending HE 
provision: Grange Walk Studios, Bermondsey, London 
(ACAVA) and a move on space with Southampton So-
lent  University (a space arts), GamerCamp – a Case 
Study,  Oliver Williams and Nick Webber ( Birmingham 
City University) and  Soft networks connecting universi-
ties, public cinema spaces and communities 
Performing practice and collaborative spaces: Our 
Fathers: Reflecting on a creative collaboration between a 
researcher and a theatre company.  'Inside Out’ Festival as 
collaborative platform.  
The workshop will be held in Birmingham City University 
on November 6,  2013 
Contact:  Roberta.Comunian@kcl.ac.uk 
Website:www.creative-campus.org.uk/--third-workshop.html 

   Script rewriting Workshop for Fiction Future Films 
Beirut Creative Cluster is supporting preparation and 
organization of a Workshop on Rewriting Scripts for 
Fiction Feature Films to be held in Beirut November 
25–29, 2013 
The Script Rewriting Workshop will be held at the 
European Film Festival and is organized by Fondation 

All Lebanese scriptwriters 
and directors, beginners as 
well as professionals, may 
apply by sending their pro-
jects to the FLC.  
The fiction feature film 
projects 

 

Liban Cinema-FLC, in collaboration with the French 
Institute in Lebanon and the EU Delegation to Leba-
non. The workshop will be co-directed by a European 
and a Lebanese scriptwriter who will carry out individ-
ual sessions with five Lebanese directors and/or 
scriptwriters and offer them advice and guidance in the 
process of re writing their scripts. A follow-up session 
will be organized five months later. 

projects submitted must be original works of fiction for 
cinema. A selection committee made of professionals will 
select the five projects that will participate in the work-
shop. Application can be sent in French or English to 
Fondation Liban Cinema, Berytech Technology and 
Health Building – 4th floor, Damascus Road – Beirut,  
Contact : info@fondationlibancinema.org  
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2028  

     V4 Creative Incubators 
   The project “V4 Creative Incubators”, supported by 
Visegrad Fund, aimed at understanding better the dy-
namics of creative incubators and specific conditions 
for their successful development - in the reality of Cen-
tral Europe. Mapping existing initiatives and under-
standing their specific goals, challenges, needs, modes 
of operation and potential is part of the project. 

The project partners are Neulogy, a.s. 
(SK), Budapest Observatory (Hungary), 
Institut umění – Divadelní ústav (Czech 
Republic) and the Art Inkubator – Fab-
ryka Sztuki (Poland). Aim of this col-
laboration, was to focus on creative 
incubators, as places for nurturing en-

  An outcome of the project work was publication “V4 
Creative Incubators – Guide to Places and Spaces of 
Creative Incubation in Central Europe” (e-book) con-
taining short descriptions of creative industry incuba-
tors in the four Visegrad countries Czech Republic, 
Hungary, Poland, and Slovakia and mapping creative 
incubators in other European countries. Also included 
is a classification of creative incubators, reflections on 
policies relevant for this sector, as well as short advice 
for those who plan or develop such incubators.   

trepreneurial skills of  the cultural sector, clustering and 
creating new ideas. The rise of creative industries, and 
entrepreneurial activities fostering individual creativity, 
skill and talent, shows how culture can be important factor 
of development and economic growth. Incubators, clus-
ters, co-working spaces and other ventures concentrating 
creative workforce are very important tools for new ap-
proaches to culture, arts and economy. 
Contact: Zora Jaurová jaurova@neulogy.com 
Website: www.creativeincubators.eu/  
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 Views & Facts 
     New Mexico: First NMSU Startup Weekend in Las Cruces 
  For the Global Entrepreneurship Week in November the 

Arrowhead Center, New Mexico State University Col-
lege of Engineering and other partners sponsor Las Cru-
ces’ first Startup Weekend, beginning Nov 15, 2013. 
Anyone is welcome to pitch a startup idea and receive 
feedback from peers. By popular vote the top ideas are 
identified, teams form around these ideas, and then have 
54-hours to create the business model creation, and do 
the coding, designing, and market validation. Finally, 
these concepts are presented to receive feed-back from 
entrepreneurial leaders.  
Zetdi Runyan Sloan, program manager at Arrowhead 
Techno 

Technology Incubator and lead organizer for the Startup 
Weekend Las Cruces event, expects a high level of stu-
dent participation. “We hope to also draw some El Paso 
entrepreneurs, and appeal to developers in the region,” 
Sloan said. “Studio G” the Arrowhead Center’s student 
incubator, will have booths on campus where students 
can get more information about the resources available 
for student entrepreneurs. 
This article is based on a report by  Amanda Bradford, email: 
ambradfo@nmsu.edu 
Contact: Zetdi Runyan Sloan zrunyan@nmsu.edu SDO 
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2536  

   New Network of Technology Incubators in Germany 
  The business and innovation centers in the northern 

German State Mecklenburg-Vorpommern have estab-
lished VTMV, Verbund der Technologiezentren in 
Meklenburg-Vorpommern (Network of Technology 
Centers in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern), to promote the 

ported in recent years that cre-
ated more than 10,000 jobs. 
The association represents the 
interests of the seven member 
incubators from Schwerin, 
Wismar 

 
interests of members.” In the future, the existing poten-
tials are combined and coordinated projects will further 
add to the successful work of the incubators", said the 
elected chairman of the association, Mario Kokowsky 
managing director of the Technology Center Vor-
pommern in the city of Greifswald. The technology in-
cubators in Mecklenburg Vorpommern are important for 
fostering technology transfer between science and re-
search and promoting entrepreneurship. In the incubators 
of this State more than 2000 companies have been sup-
ported  

Wismar, Rostock-Warnemünde, Teterow, and Greifs-
wald. In addition to better cooperation between the 
member incubators, improved accessibility of the incu-
bators for people interested in starting a business will be 
reached through the association. The first major initia-
tive of VTMV, "The INNO AWARD” was successfully 
launched in spring 2013 (see separate report).  
Contact: Mario Kokowsky (Chairman of VTMV), 
email  kokowsky@technologiezentrum.de 
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=629  
       Israel: Forging Connections, Collaborations and Community 

   In June and July 2013 an Entrepreneurship & Innovation 
Program was held in Israel at InnovNation, Hebrew Uni-
versity of Jerusalem, that is ranked the 53rd best universi-
ty in the world. 

portunity for gaining ac-
cess to the high tech indus-
tries in Israel and to learn 
from the insights and first- 

InnovNation exposes professionals and students from 
across the globe to the HighTech industries in the Start-
Up Nation. The program combined theoretical know-how 
with the insights and first-hand experience of Israel's top 
companies and entrepreneurs. The program gave an op-
portunity

hand experience of some of the country's leading inno-
vative companies and entrepreneurs. 
The program can be organized for individual groups as 
well. For more information about the program, please 
refer to website: http://www.innovNation.net 

   StartUp4Climate ADT goes Green 
   

 

The German Federal Association of Busi-
ness Incubation and Technology Centers, 
ADT, together with the Borderstep Insti-
tute in Berlin and the University of Olden-
burg 

Activities planned by StartUp4Climate are, for example: 
• Initiation of a German Climate Start-up Award 

• Development, implementation and dissemina-
tion of a sustainable business plan 

burg, initiated StartUp4Climate. This entrepreneur’s 
initiative puts focus on promoting start-ups related with 
climate technologies to open new business opportunities 
and contribute to reducing emissions and increase re-
source efficiency. StartUp4Climate is funded by the Na-
tional Climate Initiative of the German Federal Environ-
ment Ministry.  
The StartUp4Climate initiative will develop and test new 
instruments for supporting “green” start-ups, provide 
information , training, and advice and initiate a network 
of climate-friendly and sustainability-oriented start-ups. 

• Integration of Climate Change and sustainabil-
ity in business plan competitions 

• Building a Sustainable Entrepreneurship start-
up platform 

• Creation of a competence network of incuba-
tors in climate change and green economy 

• Development and establishment of the Green 
Economy Start-up monitor. 

 

Many innovation, technology and business incubators 
are taking climate and sustainability  continued next page  
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… continued from previous page… 
related criteria into account and specifically support on 
new businesses focused on technologies to reduce green-
house gas emissions and the develop new technologies 
for combating climate change and help conserving re-
sources. On this basis ADT prepares to establish a new 
ADT working group "Green Economy" for business 
incubators that are attracted to these subjects may be-

come involved in the future. This new ADT working 
group is to encourage business and innovation centers to 
build a competence network and utilize the opportunities 
of a green economy by creating targeted offers for green 
start-ups. The meeting of “ADT Green Economy” is 
planned to take place in 2013 and interested incubators 
are invited to join. 
Contact : Andrea Glaser, email glaser@adt-online.de 

        New element of incubation model in Science Parks in Poland 
   

 

The Science and Technol-
ogy Parks in Poznan and 
Gliwice work in very 

Incubation and acceleration actions 
focused on combining the efforts of 
both providing substantial support to 

different environments. So they are different. However, 
under the theme “Joint activities – new element of  

clients of the incubators as well as 
common networking initiatives.  

incubation model in Poznan Science and Technology 
Park and Science and Technology Park Gliwice” these 
two parks worked on a joint project. The aim was to 
learn how to use each other’s experiences and tools for 
technology business incubation. The clear result of the 
four year project is that cooperation of these centers 
raises the efficiency.   
InQbator of Poznań Science and Technology Park 
and"Technopark Gliwice" both realized initiatives 
concerning all elements of the incubation model. For 
example, to promote academic entrepreneurship and 
pre-incubation both centers carried out “Courses of 
entrepreneurship for advanced" taking advantage of an 
integrated database of trainers and advisors. 

The combination of the experience of both institutions, 
drawing from experiences gained in diverse local scien-
tific and socio-economic environments and developing 
together for identifying common elements and tools of-
fers a unique direction for designated incubation pro-
grams in Poznań and in Gliwice. 
This article is based on a report by Anna Tórz, Poznań Science 
and Technology Park, Head of InQbator, and Jacek Kotra, 
Science and Technology Park “Technopark Gliwice”, Director.  
 

For more information contact 
Anna Tórz, email anna.torz@ppnt.poznan.pl  
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2126 
Jacek Kotra,, email jacek.kotra@technopark.gliwice.pl  
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2057  

             NBIA Fall Training in Fort Worth, Texas found great attention 
  

 

125 incubation professionals 
gathered for NBIA’s 23rd 
Training Institute recently. As 
usual this event offered plenty 
of opportunities 

ment. Certificate program content 
includes, for example, incubator 
funding and client funding, mission 
and strategic planning, facilities 

 opportunities for networking, conviviality and learning.  management, selecting and serving 
A visit to a top-notch local Incubator, Tech Fort Worth , 
completed the program. The Training Institute also of-
fered workshops for incubator managers working toward 
a NBIA Incubator Management Certificate.  
This NBIA program is a comprehensive and practical 
overview of the tasks and responsibilities of incubator 
management. Developed with input from experienced 
industry professionals, the program provides a real- 
world view into the best practices of incubator manage-
ment. 

clients, encouraging local and global entrepreneurial 
activity. Earning an NBIA Incubator Management Cer-
tificate requires 24 hours of training in total from four 
full-day workshops. Certificate candidates have an un-
limited amount of time to complete the workshop re-
quirements.  
For more information about the training program visit 
www.nbia.org or contact education@nbia.org 
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=75  
     New Zealand SME Business Network  

   97% of all New Zealand businesses are SME's (less than 
20 employees) accounting for 38.6 % of NZ’s economic 
output and employing 31 percent of the workforce. No 
doubt that SME’s are a vital part of New Zealand’s econ-
omy 

network. 
ICEHOUSE, one of the leading 
business incubators of New 
Zealand has entered into a part-
nership  

 
, but do not receive appropriate recognition and support.  
The New Zealand SME Business Network has been 
formed to give SME Business owners a voice through the 
creation of a ‘Network-of-Influence’. “The network is a 
member only forum for networking, communication via 
new channels, asking advice, recounting success stories 
and failures alike, and offering support - we can all learn 
from each other” says Tenby, one of the initiators of this 

nership with this network “to play a new and additional 
role in supporting SMEs across the Any Hamilton, CEO 
if the incubator said when announcing that Tenby Pow-
ell has joined The Icehouse Board to uphold its strategic 
direction and vision. He also will continue to be in-
volved in the SME Network. 
Contact: A. Hamilton,  a.hamilton@theicehouse.co.nz  
Website: www.theicehouse.co.nz  
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  Incubator Quality - SPICA World Map Now on SPICA World Map 
SPICA Directory has introduced a minimum “quality stand-
ard” for being listed on SPICA World Map”. This standard 

Serbia: The incubator “Next 
Step” has been already in 
SPICA 

 
does not evaluate the quality of an incubator / technopark 
operations, but the quality of information provided.  
• Organizations that have provided actual and complete 

data within recent two years are shown on SPICA 

SPICA Directory when it was in the planning stage. But 
now the doors are open. Nest Step at this time is serving 
the first five client firms  
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2402 

• Profiles inserted or updated more than 24 months ago 
are not accessible for directory users  

SPICA World Map  only shows locations of “Centers” 
(incubators, TPs, associations, consulting, support and fi-
nance organizations that have provided a complete profile 

Germany: The Technology Park Heidel-
berg operates since 1984 and with its 
80.000 m² of space and 80 client companies 
has become an important hub for bio- and 
med technology  

and information is not more than 2 years old SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=449 

 

 
 

SPICA World Map   
www.spica-directory.net/map  
 

Belarus: The Technology Business In-
cubator Gomel works since 1992 and at 
this time serves 70 firms on-site and fur-
ther 72 off-site clients SDO Profile 
www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=33  

SPICA World Map  now is the main entry point for users 
of the directory. From that map access to the individual 
incubator technopark/ / association profiles in SPICA Direc-
tory is possible There also are other ways of finding a spe-
cific profile. For example, by using the tabs “countries” or. 

Poland: Wroclaw Technology Park oper-
ates since 1998 and at this time has 120 
client companies working on site (34000 m² 
of building space )employing more than 
1300 people.   

associations ” of the SPICA Directory. home-page SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=44 

• Add your profile to the SPICA World Map – it is 
simple If your organization is  not yet  in  the  Di-
rectory select “Insert new Profile” from main menu of 
the SPICA homepage www.spica-directory.net  and  

 

Tunisia: The Sfax ICT 
Technology Park is active 
since 2007 and hosts 15 firms 
with 35 employees 

and follow instructions SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2437 

• If your organization is listed in the Directory but 
you did not yet receive a user name and password for 
accessing the information system, please contact the 
SPICA Directory Team at update@spica-directory.net  

Note: to access SPICE Directory profiles you need to be 
registered as user., Profiles that have been updated recently 

Malaysia: The Kumlin Hi Tech Park  / 
MSC Malaysia Cyber City is operating 
since 1996 and at this time hosts 73 com-
panies employing 17.000 people. It has 
been developed as part of  the national 
strategy for Malaysia “Vision 2020”. 
 

 

are available at www.spica-directory.net/recent.php SDO Profile www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=1708 
 

Advice – Support – Finance 
in SPICA Directory  
ASF, Advice – Support – Finance provides access to  in-

Ethiopia: TECHNOBIC Bahir 
Dar ICT Business Incubation Cen-
ter operates since 2009 and serves  

formation about organizations and companies active in the 
ecosystem to provide important functions for innovation, 
entrepreneurship and growth company support 

now 31 client companies. 5 start-ups already graduated 
from the incubator 
SDO Profile www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2227 

Being still in a “Beta status” the ASF section already offers 
the possibility to access information and to insert infor-
mation about consulting, supporting and financing organiza-

Belarus. The Technolo-
gy Park and Business 
Incubator Mogilev is  

tions.  To try and test the new section and help us to im-
prove  www.spica-directory.net/asf/entry.php 

operating since 1998 and has 21 residents; 79 graduates 
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2474  

To add a new profile of your organization to the ASF Brazil: The INTES Sorocaba Tech-
nology Business Incubator works 
since 2003 and has 21 client firms.   

section of SPICA Directory (related with any incubator / 

technopark already listed) use the following link 

www.spica-directory.net/admin/centers/new.php 3 companies graduated from the incubator so far. 

 SDO Profile www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2531  
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     Business Incubation in MENA  
This page provides information about incubation activities from MENA (Middle East and 
North Africa).  MENAinc is the regional infoDev supported network of business incuba-
tors and technology parks. More information:  hppt//:iisc.infodev.org/en/Region.5.html or 
http://www.menainc.org contact Mr. Mohammed Allam at  m3allam@gmail.com  
  Morocco New EU support program for Moroccan agricultural sector policy 
  With a budget of €60 million, the EU program will 

continue to support initiatives taken by the Moroccan 
authorities to support small farming agriculture with 
the aim of increasing productivity and creating jobs 
in priority 

The program is part of 
the EU-Morocco Action 
Program 2013 which 
also contains the estab-
lishment ority agriculture sectors, improving capacities of 

processing, development and marketing and thus 
improving the incomes of small farmers. 
The program will seek to ensure the effective partici-
pation of small farmers in the definition of objectives 
and activities implemented in the framework of the 
Moroccan strategy for agricultural development, the 
Green Morocco Plan. 

lishment of a system of universal health coverage and 
follows up on previous EU support which helped make 
significant improvements in production targets for cer-
tain sectors, agricultural diversification and improving 
the incomes of small farmers by increasing the number 
of working days.  
For more information: EU Neighborhood Info 
www.enpi-info.eu/countrymed.php?country=6 

 MENA Next infoDev Business Incubation Management Training 
 The MENAinc Focal Point at the BBIC (Bahrain 

Business Incubator Centers) has announced the next 
infoDev Business Incubation Management Train-
ing to be held in Bahrain, January 26 – 29, 2014 
 

The Training will offer 4 modules: 1&2, 3, 6, and 7 but 
the final program depends on the training participants’ 
interest. 
Info: Contact: Mohammad Allam mallam@bdb-bh.com  
   Tunisia First Arab ICT Incubators Workshop and Arab Technoparks Meeting 

 Technopole Elgazala in Tunisia took the initiative to 
invite for the “First Arab ICT Incubators Workshop 
and Arab Technoparks Meeting”, planned to be held in 
Hammamet, Tunisia,  November 11 – 12, 2013. Pro-
posed topics to be discussed are “Creating enabling 
environments for ICT Incubators to thrive” ( Les-
sons learned from successful incubators in the Arab 
region); “Success stories of incubators in the re-
gion” (Showcasing best practices of incubators in the 
region and shedding light on some of the challenges 
they face in the Arab region”; “ICT Incubators in 
Technoparks: is it a formula for success?” (Some 
experiences of technoparks hosting ICT Incubators);  
“Technoparks for Regional balanced sustainable 
development” (Technoparks as networking hubs of 
regi 

regional innovation agencies as well as for landing 
hubs for the brain gain of the Arab Diaspora);  “Tech-
noparks as a key investment tool through innova-
tion” (Key Infrastructures to be available in Tech-
noparks and Innovation Management). 
It also is suggested to create the “Arab Technoparks 
Network (ARTECNET)” to promote the Arab system 
of technopoles at the regional and international level, 
to develop cooperative partnerships, to strengthen the 
capacity of members, to promote synergy between the 
members, to exploit research results, innovation, busi-
ness creation and technology transfer, to develop in-
formation exchange, and share best practices. 
Contact: Monia Jendoubi, email j.monia@elgazala.tn 
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2339  

   Bahrain Innovation based Enterprises in Bahrain got a new Forum 
To mobilize resources, foster best practice and be a 
force of proposition in the field of innovation are the 
aims of an association launched in Bahrain earlier his 
year: ebtikar . First time in the country platform de-
voted to supporting innovation is available. 

Ebtikar is hosting events where 
innovation-related topics. The 
first such event “Entrepreneur-
ship and Information and Com-
munication Technology” was  

The president of ebtikar, Osama Al Khaja, said at the 
opening: “Ebtikar is a catalyst for innovation in Bah-
rain - a crossroads of ideas, innovators, and investors. 
Many enablers from the public and private sectors 
already support entrepreneurship and innovation in 
Bahrain.” 
The association’s founders are from government and 
private sector, including industry, business, as well as 
the finance and the education sector. The association is 
open to all who want to help promoting this goal. 

held in April 2013 as part of the e-Government Forum. 
It is noteworthy that the workshops competent in the 
forum are held together in conjunction with other 
meetings and events in the forum, which aims to 
achieve fruitful results through the dissemination and 
exchange of experiences and knowledge in the field of 
ICT. The Bahrain International e-Government Forum 
is a diversified global platform of topics and work-
shops conflating participants, experts, decision-makers 
and specialists in the e-Government and ICT fields. 
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 Business Incubation in Africa 
This page provides information about incubation activi-
ties and programs from the AFRICA region.  AIN is the  
incubators and technology parks that has been set up with support from the infoDev program. For more infor-
mation, please visit the website http://www.infodev.org/en/Project.22.html or contact  
    South Africa: Fifth Global Forum – Materials to check 
  The Fifth Global Forum on Innovation and 
technology Entrepreneurship, held in East 
London, South Africa in May 2013 brought 
more than 800 participants to this city with 

 

about half a million inhabitants at the Indian Ocean. 
About one hour flight south from Johannesburg East 
London offers great beaches – but this is not what 

Dragon’s Den 
Pitching Compe-
tition - Winners   

Global Forum attendees came for. It was the oppor-
tunity to learn from each other and to listen to lead-
ing thinkers and drivers in business incubation.  The 
main streams of the forum were Maximizing Mo-
bile: Making the Mobile Revolution Reach Every-
one; No Risk, No Gain: Models for Innovation Fi-
nancing; When Does it Work? A Practice Lab on  
Incubation; Green and Profitable: Innovation for 
Green Growth; the African Women Entrepreneurs 
Roundtable; and Innovation Ecosystems and the 
Right Policies.   
At the end of the Global Forum on Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship the five best entrepreneurs with 
innovative and technology-based solutions were  
announced – chosen among 50 of the world’s most 
inspiring high-growth entrepreneurs who participat-
ed in the Dragon’s Den Pitching Competition . The 
Top 5 was awarded cash prizes of a total of US$ 
40,000. 
The content of this event is just too much for being 
summarized in a short report. However, the confer-  
ence website http://www.globalforum2013.co.za/ is 
truly worth visiting for information that can inspire 
entrepreneurs as well as business incubation pro-
gram managers. This website also provides access to 
video streams allowing listening to presentations and 
following discussions.  
An important feature of the Global Forum was the 

 infoDev Business Incubation Management Train-
ing. This program consists of 12 modules (each for a 
day of training) – eight of these modules were of-
fered in East London and attracted more than 110 
participants – each of them attending two days of 
this training program .  The evaluation of the train-
ing by participants demonstrated a very high level of  

appreciation – and the demand for “more”. 
With the two-days “Train the Trainers” held prior to 
the forum more practitioners were certified as train-
ers for the Business Incubation Management Train-
ing program of infoDev.  
After the Global Forum a small group of team mem-
bers went off for two days in “real Africa” some-  
where near Rustenburg, north of Johannesburg in the 
“Kudurus Game Lodge” - the perfect environment 
for discussing the outcome of the Global  Forum, 

lessons to learn, and projects to start.  We will provide 
more information about this part of the event in the next 
issue of SPICE Update.    
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    Burundi: Entrepreneurship Training and Pre-Incubation 
    CUFORE is a project of the private University Lu-
mière de Bujumbura (ULBU) in Burundi. The objec-
tives of CUFORE are:  
• To raise awareness and strengthen the entrepre-

neurship culture 
•

 
• To create jobs  
• To contribute to the increase on the national 

gross product 
CUFORE offers entrepreneurship training and en-
hancing post training of alumni for preparation and 
presentation of business plans and is helping start-up 
companies through their initial stages of business 
development, for example through mentoring.  
CUFORE is conducting research in entrepreneurship 
to strengthen the knowledge base in this field.  
CUFORE has realized six courses to train a total of 

99 alumni. 47 of them have designed business plans 
and 10 enterprises have started on that basis. The sev-
enth course was organized specifically for 33 young 
women and men who have been unemployed for at 
least two years.  Considering the results of a recent 
research on identifying the business niches in the 4 
towns of Burundi, the agribusiness and services sectors 
are the most promising. Therefore the center wants to 
establish an agribusiness incubator.  
Contact: Christella Igiraneza, igiraneza.k@gmail.com  
and Eric Nkurunziza, nkurunzieric@yahoo.fr  

        Burundi: Agri-business Incubation started in Rumonge 
    COPED is a protestant church based NGO. Since 
1974 this organization fights hunger and ignorance 
by running various programs including projects to 
increase crop and livestock production in rural areas 
The aim is to achieve balance and food security, 

Most of the 
incubator staff 
is providing 
business de-
velopment  

coaching and facilitation of agricultural associations 
and breeding initiation of micro-projects, the provi-
sion of micro-credit associations or individuals to 
promote income-generating activities.  
Most recently (since January 2013) the CUFORE 
business incubator in Rumonge has been started 
under this program with support of the Dutch devel-
opment aid organization SPARK.  This incubator 
now has five client companies in agribusiness; one of 
them in palm oil production and processing, a rela-
tively new possibility in this region.   

services and advice to the clients at their locations. 
However, geographical distance is an important prob-
lem of the incubator. The additional lack and high cost 
of telecommunication makes establishing a better basis 
for implementing virtual incubation services therefore a 
pressing issue.  
The incubator facility is mainly used for (well received) 
training programs.  But a project in the pipeline, a 
kitchen incubator, may change this situation soon. With 
this new facility small scale test-productions for food 
processing start-ups would become possible. 

      Burundi: The First Incubator of the Country - BBIN 
     

Burundi Business Incubator  www.bbinburundi.com) 
is the first business incubator of the country. Operat-
ing since about two years as mixed use incubator 
BBIN is a non-profit association, set up to promote 
entrepreneurship and the acquisition of general busi-
ness 

This competi-
tion has been 
organized by 
BBIN in 2013 
for the third 
timetime 

 
ness skills. Stakeholders of BBIN are 20 organiza-
tions including 2 banks, 2 Ministries, 4 Chambers, 
one insurance company, and two private businesses.)  
These stakeholders form the General Assembly that 
elects a Management Committee with 5 members. 
The stakeholders do not provide finance to the incu-
bator, but offer their networks for supporting the 
client businesses. A key activity is delivering training 
programs (Business Edge TM) and business plan 
competitions.  
BBIN also provides a range of services to entrepre-
neurs, including business development, premises for 
rent, access to high speed internet. An important 
instrument for attracting new clients is the SHIKA 
business plan competition that is organized in coop-
eration with BID Network as the main sponsor. 

time; the winners receive cash prices and free incuba-
tion time in BBIN.  
The initial USAID funding for BBIN together with the 
income from services was covering cost for the first 
two years of operation and is expected to be sufficient 
for coming years. However, the strategic goal is to 
change the income structure that now is mainly coming 
from trainings and rents from “anchor tenants” that are 
not in the incubation program.  The CEO of BBIN after 
attending the infoDev BIM training underlined the 
importance of this experience for finding a “business 
minded approach” for the development of the incubator 
not only by the methodological input, but also learning 
from examples provided during the training.  
Contact: Pierre C. Nduwum, ndiclaver@gmail.com  
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2522  
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 Business Incubation in ECA 
This section provides information about incubation programs from the ECA 
region (Eastern Europe and Central Asia).  ECAbit is the regional networks of 
business incubators and technology parks, set up with support from infoDev. 
Information: www.ecabit.org/ contact Radu Ticiu  radu.ticiu@it-incubator.ro  
      Sustainability and Benchmarking for Polish Business Incubators 
   

 

The annual conference of PBI-
CA, Polish Business and Innova-
tion Center Association, this year 
was held in May in Łódź, Poland 

developing a model for high value- added services to 
innovative companies and synergy with smart regional 
specializations. Some technoparks gradually become 
independent of public support by introducing diversifi-
cat under the title “Financing Innovation and Regional  

Development”. This title is reflecting the challenge 
business and innovation centers are facing in view of the 
upcoming funding period 2014-2020. Therefore, presen-
tations and discussions during the conference were fo-
cused on problems of funding and developing these 
centers as well as start-ups and SMEs in general. 
Representatives of the ministries were interested in gain-
ing information from the conference for outlining the 
operational programs for the next funding period. It was 
considered important that PBICA continue to work with 
the political sector in drafting the programs.   
Conference participants called for the adoption of 
measures to ensure the effective use of the infrastructure 
to support the development of entrepreneurship includ-
ing regional smart specialization of economic policy. 
For the development of technology parks in Poland ex-
isting existing experiences need to be aggregated for 

cation of sources of income. However, in principle, 
technology parks should maintain their public mission 
(based on public financial support).  The public sector 
primarily should support the development of new, ad-
vanced forms of promotion of innovation, technology 
development and internationalization. 
In general the conference concluded that incubation 
services paid by the client companies should be devel-
oped further – also because free services disturb the 
market for consulting and training. Also monitoring and 
evaluation tools for business incubation centers should 
be further developed and their use strengthened to de-
velop widely accepted benchmarks for incubator per-
formance. Participants see an important role of the asso-
ciation in this matter. 
Contact: Marzena Mazewska, President of PBICA, 
email m.mazewska@sooipp.org.pl  
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/associations/?id=51  

      Belarus: „Innovative Garage" in Minsk 
   «Minsk Technopark" was established to provide system-
atic support to enterprises in the implementation of inno-
vative projects and to create favorable conditions for 
doing business in the field of high technology. The 
founders of the technopark company are the Belarusian 
State University, Belarusian Innovation Fund, the Minsk 
City Executive Committee. 
The technopark is initially planned for an area of 5.5 
hectares allowing a total ca. 40.000 m² of building space. 
In addition, the industrial park is to rent further space 
needed to accommodate residents. The government pro-
vides incentives to clients of the technopark, such as a 
50% rent reduction,  a profit tax of only 10%, and 
the  exemption from local taxes and fees. 
The technopark provides specialized consulting; busi-
ness process outsourcing; foreign business support, and 
facilitation of access to financial. The park and its ser-
vices are open to start-ups as well as SMEs with growth 
potential and  "anchor companies" that are able to exer-

Ccse executive functions within the industrial  park. 
Part of the technopark is the project "Innovative garage" -
an entirely new form for Belarus to promote development 
and implementation of innovative ideas. «Minsk Tech-
nopark" together with "Lab intelligence" developed the 
concept for the garage, which will offer a systematic 
approach to improving innovation.  
The most important components of the „Innovative Gar-
age" are: information for resident companies and innova-
tors about knowledge for business, marketing, and law; 
courses and training based on actual needs; attracting 
professionals from other countries (CIS, Poland, Lithua-
nia) to focus on international cooperation; meetings with 
experienced and successful professionals in business: 
lobbying suggestions for the scientific grants; and busi-
ness plans and marketing strategies support for innova-
tive companies 
Contact: Vladimir Davidovich email mgtp@tut.by  
Website: http://www.kemgik.by/en/  

     Business Incubation Management Training in ECA 
   ECAbit has delivered 7 of the 12 modules the infoDev 
BIM training program offers. 81 incubation professional 
attended these training events:  
• Sinaia, Romania (Mar 2012)  
• Shymkent and  Atyrau, Kazakstan (Jan 2013)  
• Pristina, Kosovo (Feb 2013)  

• Sofia, Bulgaria (Mar 2013)  
Evaluations of the training by participants were very 
positive and demand for more opportunities to learn is 
high. For more information and upcoming training of-
fers, please contact Radu Ticiu, radu.ticiu@ecabit.org  
Website: http://ecabit.org/?page_id=952  

 

     



16 
 

 

 

 Important upcoming Events                   http://www.spice-group.de/events/ 
If the conference hosts are members of SPICE Group the respective logo is shown at the event. As the full list 
of events is taking too much space in the newsletter only a brief overview can be provided. We recommend 
visiting the “Events” section on the SPICE Group website. This page also offers the feature to put your own 
event on the list. Just click on  “Add new information“ and you will be guided through the simple process.  

 

 •  Oct 29 –31, 2013 in Vienna, Austria: Pioneers Festival 
The Startup & Tech Event “Pioneers Festival” is a 
classic start-up conference. However,  the festival in 
2012 distinguished itself, with good organization and 

This company has 
built an extensive 
network of entrepre-  

the venue, “Wiener Hofburg”.  
The event is organized by the Vienna based company 
STARTeurope (http://starteurope.at) Founded in 2009 

neurs, investors, and experts throughout Europe and 
organizes events to promote entrepreneurship.  
Event website: pioneersfestival.com/  

 Nov 6, 2013 in Birmingham, UK: A third space for creative arts & creative industries?  
The Third research workshop: “A third space for 
creative arts & creative industries? The role of 
Higher education in creative platforms, spaces and 
networks”   will be held November 6, 2013 in Bir-
mingham City University. It will focus on the collabo-
rations, networks and spaces shared by creative indus-
tries and higher education. It will look at formal ar-
rangements and practices as well as informal networks 

and shared activities.  It will consider issues of sus-
tainability and ask how benefits are equally shared by 
the partners involved. It will also examine the role 
played by institutions, geographies and policy frame-
works that influence the development of these 
shared initiatives.  
Contact: Roberta.Comunian@kcl.ac.uk 
Website: www.creative-campus.org.uk/--third-workshop.html  

  Nov 11 – 12, 2013 in Hammamet, Tunisia: Arab ICT Incubators and Technoparks Meeting 
Technopole Elgazala in Tunisia took the initiative to 
invite for the “First Arab ICT Incubators Workshop 
and Arab Technoparks Meeting”, planned to be held in 
Hammamet, Tunisia,  November 11 – 12, 2013. Be-
sides discussing a number of important topics it is  

suggested to to create the “Arab Technoparks Network 
(ARTECNET)” to promote the Arab system of tech-
nopoles at the regional and international level 
Contact: Monia Jendoubi, email j.monia@elgazala.tn 
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2339 ( 

   Nov 16 – 24, 2013 everywhere: The Global Entrepreneurship Week 2013 

 

events organized under the umbrella of the Global 
Entrepreneurship Week. 
GEW has a number of featured events on global level, 
for example the Startup Open, the Global Startup Bat-
tle, the Cleantech Open Global Ideas Competition,  the 

The Global Entrepreneurship Week 2013 (see also 
article on page 7 of this Update) will focus attention 
on entrepreneurship and start-ups in virtually all coun-
tries on our planet. Last year 131 countries participates 
and 7,5 million people attended at least one of the 
events 

Creative Business Cup, the Startup Cup, and the “Get 
in the Ring”. 
For more details and finding out about events and 
activities in the different countries, please visit 
Web: http://www.unleashingideas.org/ 

 2014 
   June 8 –11, 2014 in Dublin, Ireland: Innovation for Sustainable Economy & Society” 

Organized by ISPIM in partnership with Intel Labs 
Europe and The Innovation Value Institute, the 25th  
ISPIM conference “ Innovation for Sustainable 
Economy & Society” is expected to  bring together 
aaound 

“Innovation for Sustainable 
Economy& Society” with 
academic and Practitioner 
Presentations; Workshops;  

around 500 innovation experts from 50 countries. The 
three-day program will include: The Knut Holt Memo-
rial Address; Industry-Leading Keynote Speakers; 
Innovation for Business Sessions featuring leading 
companies; "Hot Topic" Roundtable Discussions;  

Special Interest Groups; Academic Research Devel-
opment Sessions. Delegates also will experience a 
taste of local culture at magnificent dinner venues and 
plenty of time for networking. 
Email: conference.ispim.org web: www.ispim.org 

   May 18 –21, 2014 in New Orleans, USA: 28th International Conference on Business Incubation 
The Annual NBIA conference certainly is one of the 
most important business incubation events.  Explore 
firsthand how successful incubator managers operate 
their programs in conference sessions, workshops, 
round 

roundtable discussions and panels. Mark you calendars 
for the 28th NBIA conference to be held in New Orle-
ans – a city certainly worth visiting. 
Info: http://www.nbia.org/events/conf2014/index.php  
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Radu Ticiu 
is CEO of the Timisoara Startup 
Hub in Romania. He is a driver of 
ICT based entrepreneurship in this 
country by initiating and organizing 
activities such as the “Start-up 
Weekend” and the Timisoara Start-

a resource center for nongovernmental organizations 
aimed at increasing the capacity of NGOs and improv-
ing the quality of their services.  
To promote IT entrepreneurship among young people, 
students and high school students is a special interest 
of Radu. He devotes much time for such activities and 
also to create and facilitate the development of com-
munities Up Hub”. Radu also is coordinating the East European 

and Central Asian regional network of infoDev, 
ECAbit. Radu also is certified trainer in the infoDev 
business incubation management program. 
Earlier Radu has been active with “Startup Chart ma-
nia”, the Association Pro Democracy, and AID-ONG, 

muities for professionals in the software industry and 
provided business incubation management training. 
Radu studied at the Universitatae de Medincina si 
Farmacie “Victor Babes” in Timisoara. 
Contact: radu.ticiu@gmail.com 
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=186  
    

 

Omar Cissé 
is a design engineer in computer 
science and one of the owners of 
the largest companies of software 
engineering and mobile solutions in 
West Africa. He led the company 
from 2005 to 2010 before joining 

up companies in the ICT sector, help them to grow 
successfully and to explore new frontiers. His business 
minded approach and excellent networking skills are 
basis for steering the incubator towards sustainability. 
Building up CTIC Omar developed and helped imple-
menting concepts for new pre-incubation activities in  
universities in Senegal  

the – at that time – new ICT business incubator of 
Dakar: CTIC.  Since then CTIC has become a success-
fully developing business incubator that now is an 
example to refer to.  
Omar’s main motivation to join the incubator was to 
share his experience and an entrepreneur with start-
upcompanies 

Omar has also supported and advised other incubator 
projects in the region of West Africa and provided 
business incubation management training in many 
places.  
Contact: Omar Cissé, ocisse@gmail.com  
SDO Profile: www.spica-directory.net/centers/?id=2371  

      Richard Bendis 
currently serves as the founding 
President and CEO of Innovation 
America (IA), a national public-
private partnership focused on ac-
celerating the growth of innovation 
economy in America. As one of the  

Funds board.  
He has provided global consulting services to over 16 
countries, several cities and regions, along with inter-
national organizations including the United Nations, 
NATO, UK Trade and Industry, European Commis-
sion French Embassy, the German Marshall Fund, and 
other global entities. 
 most recognized experts in the field of innovation 

economy, Richard has served on numerous distin-
guished boards and task forces including the White 
House U.S. Innovation Partnership Advisory Task 
Force, the Small Business Innovation Research Com-
mittee, and the National Association of State Venture 

Richard has been member of the SPICE Group from  
2000 to 2005 and after a break now re-joined the net-
work. The experience of the Baltic Dynamics confer-
ence and related activities of SPICE Group gave the 
last kick for this decision. 
Contact: rbendis@TPid.net  

 

Mary Spaeth 
Now is working as a full time visit-
ing professor in Technologico de 
Monterrey (Campus Toluca), Mex-
ico. She is teaching three classes; 
two undergraduate entrepreneurship 
courses to engineers and architects,  

director of the incubator at Toluca, Roberto James, 
was a student at Linköping University in 2001 and 
now is the Dean of the Business School in Monterrey. 
The incubator staff is working next to Mary’s office, 
talking with the staff has become an everyday matter. 
Mary was also invited to this year's incubator gradua-
tion of 19 businesses – covering a wide range of activi-
ties one economics course for engineers. That is basically 

and a “principles of economics” course covering sup-
ply/demand, elasticity, cost of production, types of 
markets (particularly interesting in Mexico when one 
discusses monopolies, oligopolies and cartels) and 
compares Mexico and the US. The invitation to teach 
at the Technologico de Monterrey (Campus Toluca) is 
directly related to the incubator movement. The first 
direct 

ties -  from a new glaucome coma diagnosis and treat-
ment to a local muffin bakery. Giving several 2-hour 
lectures to the MBA Entrepreneurship thesis students 
is another activity. The topics of these lectures will be 
on branding and pitching. The students in this class 
spent a month during the summer at Harvard refining 
their business plans. 
Contact: mary.spaeth@transmera.com  
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   … more about Members 
Spotlights: In recent months Members of the SPICE 
Group Network visited Berlin for a variety of reasons 
– besides having the SPICE Group secretariat here 
many interesting activities related with innovation 
and entrepreneurship support are going on the Ger-
man Capital to update on actual developments and 
initiatives and to meet with friends.  

At his Berlin visit with 
representatives from 
the Byelorussian Inno-
vation Fund Karl-
Heinz Jach exchanged 
experiences and ex-
plored potentials. Karl-Heinz Klinger & Karl-Heinz Jach 

 

When Slava Khodko, St. Peters-
burg, visited Berlin (during a 
business trip to Hamburg he 
received his SPICE 20th Anniver-
sary poster that other “founding 
fathers” already got at the anni-
versary event in Tallinn. 

Karl Heinz Klinger joined for 
that meeting. 
At another visit Karl- Heinz 
Jach discussed opportunities 
for business cooperation be-
tween companies and Chambers 
in Belarus and Germany. Slava Khodko Karl-Heinz Jach 

Living normally on the other side of our 
planet Franz Dietrich used a visit to 
his home country to update with devel-
opments regarding innovation and 
business incubation in Germany and 
Europe as well as regarding the SPICE 
Group network.   

Sergey Naidovich from 
Minsk came to visit for 
discussion  clean tech 
tech-transfer  and business 
projects and a possible 
business incubation event 
to be held in Belarus Franz Dietrich Sergey Naidovich 
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The forth SPICE G&G is up: December 13 + 14, 2013 
 Do you remember? The SPICE G & G Meeting is a 

pre-Christmas Workshop now planned to be held the 
fourth time in Berlin, December 12 – 16, 2013. Friday/ 
Saturday, Dec 13 and 14 will be the days for the Work-
shop and other meetings; Sunday for exploring some of  
the 50+ Christmas markets in Berlin. This is where the  
name of this event comes from: Glühwein (hot wine)  
& Grilled Sausages are very important components of 
the Christmas markets.  
The “G & G Workshop 2013 will be held in one of the 
university incubators of Berlin: PROFUND (see photo 
top right).  “Ideal to work on your business model” - 
The successful company "Tea Campaign" was 
launched here in 1985 by Prof. Faltin. Today this is  a 
place for entrepreneurs who want to develop their busi-
ness model systematically. 

This workshop – as usual - will be organized as a 
roundtable discussion spurred by short intro state-
ments. Topics foreseen are, for example, 
• Pre-Incubation at Universities  
• Change Management in Innovation Centers 
• Co-working Spaces & Accelerators 
But the final program will be developed according the 
interest and contributions of participants.  
For more information and suggestions, please contact 
SPICE Group at larisa@spice-group.net  

 …and the SPICE BÄR dinners continued 

 The SPICE Bears continued their dinners, but not regu-
larly. BÄR Dinners No 13 was bringing the Berlin 
SPICE Members together in a garden restaurant (for a 
drink) and in a Greek restaurant for the meal.  As usual 
information about actual developments recent activities  
And upcoming projects was exchanged.  
The 14th BÄR Dinner is scheduled for early November  

and the 15th meal together will at the same time be the 
SPICE G & G Workshop 2013 (see article above). 

  And finally... 
The next “SPICE Update” will be the last edition for the year 2013. We invite all Members and friends to send 
information they your like to share with the “world of business incubation”. 

               Heinz Fiedler & Larisa Brovarska 


